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Youth, as a social demographic group, constitutes
a significant focus of social politics. In this
regard, the activities of young individuals in
various dimensions (cultural, economic, social,
political, and others) within any nation, both
present and future, create conditions conducive
to the implementation of innovations, fostering
development, cultivating an interest in global
competitiveness, and fostering a substantial
pool of human capital enriched with valuable
experience. Whether within our domestic
context or abroad, political objectives have been
formulated with the aim of nurturing youth with a
sense of patriotism, civic duty, global awareness,
and universal values. This article presents insights
derived from the outcomes of survey inquiries
conducted in other countries as part of research
into the social issues affecting young people. The
available opportunities for our domestic youth, the
methodologies employed by institutions serving
youth in developed foreign nations, and their
corresponding structures have been explored. It
becomes evident within this discourse that youth
policy within the social and political sphere of
developed and developing countries places youth
at the center of attention.

The implementation of youth policy is exempilified
predominantly through foreign countries such
as Denmark, the United Kingdom, Turkey, and
Germany, which are regarded as developed
nations. Notably, the recognition of youth policy
within these countries is aftributed to several
pivotal factors, one of which revolves around the
prosperous conditions of the youth population.
Moreover, the selection of these countries is based
on their geographical proximity to Azerbaijan.

The article addresses distinct categories of youth,
such as those from underprivileged families,
individuals with disabilities, and students. These
specific  social groups assume a particular
significance within youth policy as priority target
groups aligned with the state policy’s overarching
objectives. Notably, the social protection of youth
with disabilities is constructed within the framework
of international conventions and legal provisions.
Concurrently, social support measures for
underprivileged youth are implemented through
internal legislations and programs, or alternatively,
as a means of bolstering the educational pursuits
of talented youth.

Key words: youth, youth policy, youth as a social-
demographic group, and youth as the object of
social youth policy.

Y cmammi doc/idxyembcst Mos100b SIK coujiasibHa
demozpaghiyHa 2pyra, sika € Cymmesum
UEHMPOM coyja/ibHOT MOIIMUKU. Y 38'53Ky 3 yum

Ois/IbHICMb  MO/1I00UX /1100ell Y Pi3HUX BUMIpax
(KyIbmypHOMY, ~ EKOHOMIYHOMY, — COYia/IbHOMY,
Mo/lMUYHOMY ma iHWUX) y Mexax 6yOb-sKoi Hauji,
SIK Cb0200eHHS, maK | MalibymHb020, CMBOPIOE
YMOBU, WO CRPUSTOMb BPOBadKeHHI0 iHHoBayiU,
Cripusitomb  PO3BUMKY,  BUXOBYIOMb  iHMepec
00 2/106a/1bHO20.  KOHKYPEHMOCTPOMOXHOCMI
ma pOo3BUMKY 3Ha4HO20 /IOCHLKO20 Karimasy,
36acayeHo20 yiHHUM docsidoM. Y  Hawomy
HayioHa/IbHOMY KOHMEKCMIi YU 3a KOPOOHOM
nozimuyHi yini 6ysiu cehopmy/ibosaHi 3 Memoro
BUX0OBaHHs1 MO/100i 3 MOYymMmsiM rampiomusmy,
2poMadsiHCbK020 0608'53KY, 2/106a/1bHOT
06i3HaHoCMi ma yHigepcasibHUX yiHHocmed. Y
yiti cmammi npedcmas/ieHi BUCHOBKU, OMpUMaHi
3a pesysbmamamu orumysaHb, MPOBEOEHUX
B IHWUX KpaiHax y pamKax O0C/lIOKEHHS
coyjasibHUX nMpoésieM, Wo cmocyromsCsi MO/IoO.
Bynu docriiodmeHi docmyrnHi  MOX/iugocmi 07151
Hawoi  BIM4U3HSIHOI  Mo/iodi,  Memodosioai,
Wo  BUKOPUCMOBYIOMbLCS  ycmaHosamu, — Wo
06C/1Y208Y10Mb MO/I00b Y PO3BUHYMUX IHO3EMHUX
KpaiHax, ma IxHi 8i0rosioHi cmpykmypu. Y ybomy
oucKypci cmae O4eBUOHUM, WO MO/IOODKHA
rnonimuka 8 couyia/ibHili | nosimuygHiti - cehepi
PO3BUHEHUX KpaiH i KpaiH, Wo po38UBAIIMLCS,
cmasumb Mos100b Y YeHmp ysazu.

Mpukiadom  peasiizauii  MO/TOODKHOI  MOIMUKU
€ rnepesaxHo 3apybbkHi kpaiHu, maki sk LaHis,
Benuka BpumaHisi, TypeyduHa ma HiveqyuHa,
SIKi BBAXKAIOMbLCS  PO3BUHEHUMU  Oepasamu.
[puMimHo, Wo BU3HaHHS MO/IOOPKHOI MO/TIMUKU
B YUX KpalHax rOsICHIOEMbCST  Oekilbkoma
OCHOBHUMU  Gbakmopamu, O0UH 3  SIKUX
0bepmaemsCsi HaBKo/I0 G/1a20Mo/TyHHUX YMOB
Mos100i. Kpiv mozo, 8U6ip Yux kpaiH 6asyembCsi Ha
Ix 2eoepadhidHiti 6r1usbkocmi 0o AsepbalioxaHy.
Cmammsi  cmocyembCsi  OKpeMUX  kame20pit
MO/I00i, makux siK BUXIOUi 3 Mas03abe3eyeHux
civeli, 0cobu 3 OBMEXeHUMU MOX/IUBOCMSMU
ma cmydeHmu. Ui cneyucbiuHi coyjasibHi epynu
Habysaromb 0C06/1UB020 3HAYEHHST B8 MO/TOODKHIL
nozimuyi SIK rpiopumem i Yiibosi epynu, wo
BIOMOBIdatoMb OCHOBHUM 3aBOaHHSIM OepkasHOI
nonimuku. Crid  3a3Hadumu, W0 couia/tbHuli
3axucm Mo/i00i 3 iHBas/loHICMIo 6ydyembcs 8
pamkax MKHapOOHUX KOHBEHUiU ma rpasosux
HOpM. BooHo4ac 3axo0u coyiasibHoi MiompumMKu
Masi03abe3redeHoi  Mosiodi  BripOBadXKyHMbCS
uepe3 BHYMPIWHI 3aKoHU ma npozpamu abo,
a/IbMepHamuUBHO, SIK 3aCi6 CrPUSIHHST HaB4YaHHIO
ma/1aHoBUMoi Mos100i.

Kntouosi cno.a: M0/100k, MO/I00DKHa MO/IMUKa,
Mo/Io0b  5IK  coyjasibHo-OemozpacpiuHa  2pyna,
MO/IoOb  5IK  06'eKm  coujasibHOI - MOSIOODKHOI
roAimuKu.
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Problem statement. While youth policy
holds particular significance as an object of
social policy in each developed and developing
country, its specification encounters a range
of social and literary issues. Namely, legislative
directions concerning youths with disabilities and
those from underprivileged families possess both
general and specific attributes. This pertains to
discussions concerning either a general notion of
underprivilege or a focus on disability. Activities
oriented towards student youth, on the other
hand, exhibit a more targeted approach based
on the regulations predominantly set forth by
universities.

Moreover, it is imperative to acknowledge that
literary examples encompassing youth are limited
within our country. The foundational role for
literature is largely anchored in state programs,
laws, decrees, and similar official documents.

Methods. The research employed
comparative-analysis, synthesis, and analytical
methods. The results of survey questionnaires
conducted in foreign countries have been utilized.

Purpose and objectives of the article. The
aim of the article is to examine the application of
youth policy in the contemporary era, both within
our country and in foreign nations, with the goal of
investigating the situation and identifying optimal
approaches to addressing the pertinent issues.
The objectives are as follows:

1)to explore the position of youth within
society;

2)to investigate state support for youth;

3)to determine the most crucial needs of
youth;

4)to ascertain the role of youth
international political arena.

The predicaments of the article: youth,
youth policy, position of youth.

Theoretical and methodological
framework of the article. The article draws
upon Turkish, Azerbaijani, and English literature
as well as internet resources. Within Azerbaijani
literature, relevant information is sourced
from documents such as the Law and Ministry
Decree on Professional-Labor Rehabilitation
for Persons with Disabilities, encompassing the
Disabled Persons’ Employment and Vocational
Rehabilitation Center, alongside regulations
pertinent to the Youth Foundation and Student
Loans. Additionally, the study also references
survey results from Turkey, further enriching the
analysis.

Youth as an object of social policy in world
literature. The literature and internet resources
related to youth in world literature are notably
extensive. Moreover, while the teaching of youth
sociology as a discipline is relatively nascent in our
country, it has long been a subject of instruction
in foreign countries. As a consequence, the
publication of textbooks addressing the position
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of youth in social relations has opened up avenues
for discourse.

Diverse social-demographic groups emerge
within society as a result of factors such as
age, gender, social status, place of residence,
and various determinants, each exerting a
distinct impact on society. Within these social-
demographic groups lies the formulation of
the future societal structure. Furthermore, the
prioritization of youth policy serves as a political
imperative, pivotal not only in the advancement
of socio-economic, cultural-educational, and
educational domains but also in the quest for
global competitiveness and progress, both in
developed and developing nations.

To explicate the comprehensive categorization
of youth from a social-demographic perspective,
the diverse range of interrelations between
youth and social-demographic variations can be
delineated as follows:

— youth and gender diversity;
youth and education;
youth and place of residence;
youth and role allocation;
youth and employment;
youth and religion;
youth and health.

Youth and employment concurrently bear a
problematic character for contemporary youth.
According to data provided by the International
Labor Organization in 2017, one out of every four
young individuals is engaged in informal labor
relations. [2, p. 223].

In terms of youth and health from a social-
demographic perspective, based on information
from the World Health Organization, the emerging
and salient causes of mortality during the youth
phase encompass:

— gender-based factors;
non-communicable diseases;
suicide;

— substance abuse;

— global-scale illnesses,
[3, pp. 54-55].

When examining the historical development
of youth care, it is essential to draw attention to
the link between the establishment of the first
educational institutions in the 10th century, known
as madrasas, and the creation of the University
of Bologna in the 11th century in Europe. The
formulation of the concept of studentship and
particularly the composition of student bodies
primarily composed of youth has significantly
contributed to the shaping of youth interest.
Notably, when discussing youth interest in our
country, it is imperative to highlight the support
provided by the Azerbaijan Democratic Repubilic,
where 100 young students were sponsored to
study at prestigious foreign universities. The
particular emphasis on women’s education,
reflected in the fact that the number of young girls

among others
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studying at the Ganja Gymnasium increased from
4 to 296, can be regarded within the historical
context of youth interest.

The particular importance of youth care can
be better discerned through the political activities
of the National Leader Heydar Aliyev. The
implementation of youth policy, initiated by the
establishment of the Ministry of Youth and Sports
on July 26, 1994, the declaration of ‘Azerbaijan
Youth Day’ on February 2 since 1997, and the
adoption of state documents and programs
in this realm from 1996 to 2022, have all been
closely associated with the name of the National
Leader. These programs encompass the following
initiatives:

— establishment of special scholarships for
young talents;

— regarding physical education and sports;

— resolution on state care for azerbaijan’s
young talents;

— young family program.

President llham Aliyev’'s activities in the
field of youth policy have been marked by the
implementation of distinctive programs. These
programs encompass the following:

— ‘State Program on Azerbaijani Youth for
2011-2015’;

— ‘State Program on Azerbaijani Youth for
2017-2021;

— ‘Development Strategy on Azerbaijani Youth
for 2015-2025’;

— ‘Program on Azerbaijani Youth’s Education
Abroad for 2007-2015’;

— ‘State  Program on Enhancing the
International  Competitiveness  of  Higher
Education System in the Republic of Azerbaijan
for 2019-2023.

Inthe Republic of Azerbaijan, the determination
of youth’s status, responsibilities, and the age
category of youth is established based on the
Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on ‘Youth
Policy.” In our country, the youth age range is
legally defined as 14-29 years. The youth age
range recognized by UNESCO spans from 14
to 25 years [6, p. 161], while according to the
United Nations, it encompasses the interval of
12-24 years [5, p. 9].

Among the social-demographic  group,
the segment of youth that holds particular
significance both societally and in terms of
importance is encompassed by students.
Students, hailing from underprivileged families,
in need of social protection, possessing talents,
and demonstrating high academic performance,
constitute a focal point of attention in the context
of social safeguarding. The provision of Student
Loans, with the purpose of social protection for
aforementioned youth, is indicative of the extent
of concern directed towards them. A Student
Loan (hereinafter referred to as SL) is a financial
resource provided to students, in accordance

with a contractual agreement entered into with the
client bank, funded from the Fund’s resources, to
cover tuition fees at educational institutions within
the Republic of Azerbaijan, subject to specified
terms and conditions, including a defined
repayment period and interest rates [1, pp. 1-2].

In the context of the formulation, assessment,
and implementation of youth policy in our
country, which ensures the active engagement
and participation of youth, the sphere finds its
subjectivity embodied by the Youth Foundation’s
activities. Specifically, the Youth Foundation
provides support to youth in three main directions:

1. Facilitating the employment of young
individuals who have completed their education,
offering assistance to applicants for periods not
exceeding one year.

2. Supporting academically accomplished
studentyouthintheir educational expenses through
two forms: addressing domestic or international
tuition fees. The specialization level of the applicants
is taken into account during the process.

3. Ensuring youth participation in experiential
programs of international organizations,
where young individuals apply for the program
three months in advance, thereby providing
information. The supportive measures encompass
transportation, sustenance, program fees, as well
as accommodation expenses [10].

In our country, the Vocational Rehabilitation
Center operates to support the integration of
young individuals with disabilities into society,
ensuring their preservation as contributing
members, their continuous development as
independent and responsible individuals, and
facilitating the fulfillment of their needs through
self-sufficiency. The Center sets the age standard
for admission within the interval of 15-29 years.
The following vocational activities are taught at
the center:

— carpet weaving;

— weaving;
knitting;
leatherworking;
barbering;

— and other vocational activities [11].

The Vocational Rehabilitation Center holds
positive implications for young individuals with
disabilities from both social and psychological
perspectives. These implications encompass the
following aspects:

1) engaging with the Center instills a sense of
hope in the aspiring youth concerning their future
prospects;

2)transformation of disability into capability
counteracts self-imposed limitations and self-
discrimination in societal interactions. The
Center’'s activities mitigate such negative
predispositions;

3)embarking on a new profession enhances
self-esteem;
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4)facilitates income generation;

5)elevates levels of participation in societal
life;

6)counteracts differential treatment and
feelings of ‘pitiness’ towards individuals with
disabilities in society;

7)and engenders various other
effects.

According to the Global Youth Development
Index and its corresponding report by the
European Union, the results of a conducted survey
among individuals aged 15 to 29 have revealed
the selection of 10 countries where young people
perceive themselves to be in more prosperous
conditions. Among the top three countries in this
ranking are Germany, Denmark, and the United
Kingdom.

In Germany, mechanisms for youth policy
have been established through the Law on
‘Youth Protection’ adopted in 2011, the Federal
Child and Youth Plan, the Ministry for Family
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women, and Youth,
the Directorate for Children and Youth, Non-
Governmental Organizations, and the German
Youth Council. These entities play a distinctive
role in the network of youth organizations in the
country. Various measures are implemented with
the aim of supporting youth, including:

— youth centers, art schools, and leisure
activity centers contribute to enhancing young
people’s civic responsibility and assisting in
shaping their future trajectories;

— conferences, events, and projects are
organized within youth programs;

— organization of social work activities in
schools and other educational institutions;

— educational initiatives for raising awareness.

In Germany, young individuals with specific
needs, particularly those with disabilities, concur-
rently fall within the country’s vulnerable groups.
Currently, a program is being developed to
enhance the well-being of the youth falling within
this category [7, p. 3].

Among developed nations and in terms of
social care for youth, Denmark stands out as a
considerably experienced country, adopting an
interesting and distinct approach. In Denmark,
the youth sector operates within each institution.
The Ministry of Social Affairs, Children, and Inte-
gration provides services to young people from
vulnerable population groups. Denmark allocates
up to 10% of the state budget to youth policy
based on government recommendations. Youth
organizations operating in the country are affil-
iated with the Youth Council, which functions as
a network. The Council, encompassing an aver-
age of 70 organizations, particularly focuses on
addressing the social issues faced by young peo-
ple. According to survey results involving over
140,000 respondents from 38 countries among
student youth, Denmark has been identified as
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a nation that notably supports democratic initia-
tives and endeavors in the field of education, thus
being acknowledged for its democratic approach
[8, p. 2-3].

In the United Kingdom, an overarching ‘Youth
Strategy’ has been established to unite the efforts
of the constituent countries. The approval of this
Strategy occurred in Wales from 2014 to 2018, and
in Scotland from 2014 to 2019. Playing a pivotal role,
the Youth Council, which serves as a coordinating
body, operates within the framework [9, p. 2-3].

The European Union’s 2019-2027 Support
Strategy for Youth sets forth targeted goals in
support of young people. These goals include the
following:

— socialization, ensuring active participation
of youth in social relationships;

— engagement, fostering
various sectors of society;

— empowerment, reinforcing other objectives
through meaningful social experiences [13].

In the context of the European Union Youth
Strategy, a survey was conducted to investigate
the social problems of youth, with the participation
of 3000 respondents from 81 cities in Turkey,
which are member states of the European Union.
The survey was carried out during the month of
August in the year 2021. Some of the findings of
the research are as follows:

1.1t has been revealed that 36 percent of
participants identified financial conflicts as the
source oftheirdistress, andamongthis 36 percent,
13 percent of the youth indicated the presence of
domestic tensions within their families.

2.The research results indicate that as the
educational level of young people increases, their
areas of interest broaden.

3.A logical relationship exists between
financial constraints and the pessimism arising
from expectations [4, pp. 60-65].

A survey conducted among 1052 individuals
aged 18 and above from 18 cities in Turkey
revealed that the greatest concern of young
people is unemployment and the social problems
resulting from it [12].

This prompts the question of why the social
problems of young people are rigorously
investigated and why states are interested in
supporting youth. Several factors contribute to
this phenomenon:

1.Young people represent a relatively small
but crucial social-demographic group within
societies.

2. Providing support to youth is an investment
in the future.

3. They constitute the most suitable group for
shaping existing trends.

4.Young people play a pivotal role in both the
economic and social aspects of countries’ lives.

Factors contributing to the breakdown of social
relationships among youth and the inequality in

involvement in
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society can be identified. Youth who carry these
factors are categorized as being part of the at-risk
group. The following are associated with these
youth:

1) deprivation of parental care;

2) substance abuse, alcoholism, addiction to
alcoholic beverages;

3) proneness to suicide;

4)involvement in correctional institutions;

5) affiliation with radical religious groups;

6) individuals with disabilities and other factors.

The demonstration of social care measures
towards youth at risk is predominantly facilitated
by the activities of social workers, especially in
developed and developing countries. The process
is orchestrated in a phased manner, initially
affording the possibility of addressing issues of
assessment of processes, events, and individuals
with comprehensive measures.

Significantly, voluntary engagement in youth’s
multifaceted development plays an instrumental
role. The voluntary activities pursued by the youth,
particularly in our country and other nations,
are highly relevant. The execution of volunteer
activities in our country is regulated according
to the ‘Volunteerism’ Law of the Republic of
Azerbaijan. The law encompasses the definition
of volunteer activities, the roles and rights of
participants and volunteers, and the requirements
for a volunteer contract.

These thematic articles can exert a certain
degree of impact on the lives of young individuals.
These impacts can manifest in the following ways:

— exploration of the role of youth in society
and their potentials, thereby influencing the
development of youth policy;

— research and socialization of youth’s social
problems;

— evaluation of international policies and
programs, fostering the formation of novel ideas
in the field;

— choosing youth as a research topic not
only motivates them but also stimulates their
interest and engagement, enabling them to feel
recognized.

— recognizing the conflicting and non-
conflicting aspects of institutions that play a
subjective role in the youth domain fosters
responsibility and accountability.

Conclusions. The concept of youth occupying
a position as an object of social policy finds
affirmation in the article through the delineation

of political activities. The goals directed towards
youthintermsof social policy encompass ensuring
their engagement, fostering the activities of youth
organizations, creating opportunities for equitable
rights for youth with disabilities and those from
disadvantaged families, and supporting the
provision of rights and responsibilities for youth as
equal members of society. These identified issues
serve as foundational considerations.
Furthermore, the article highlights the
implementation of political activities within the
country and, in conjunction, the youth policy
in countries where the youth express greater
contentment in terms of their well-being.
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