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The article examines the role and place of polit-
ical rituals in the process of forming the national
identity of modern Chinese youth. In the condi-
tions of globalization and modernization, identifi-
cation of youth with the country is related to both
the future and further development of the country.
National identity is not only an important ideology,
but also a necessary spiritual link that ensures
the sustainable development of the country. The
issue of national identity is related to the future
of the country and the population living on its
territory. The use of political rituals to strengthen
the national identity of Chinese youth is the main
idea discussed in this article.

The article outlines theoretical approaches to
the study of political rituals and the formation of
national identity among Chinese scientists.
Today, the crisis of national identity is spread-
ing all over the world. Globalization is rapidly
changing traditional production, lifestyles, and
ideological values. Ethnic disputes and ethnic
differences are becoming more and more com-
mon. Countries around the world are facing var-
ious challenges and crises. National identity, as
an important aspect of nation-state formation,
is also undergoing significant changes. Today's
challenges and changes in the system of political
relations affect national development and social
stability.

Political rituals and the formation of the national
identity of the youth are inextricably linked. In the
article, using the example of the study of China's
experience, attention is focused on the issues of
national identity of modern youth and ways of
using political rituals to strengthen the national
identity of youth.

Political rituals play an important role in spread-
ing core values, strengthening emotional con-
sensus, confirming identity, standardizing behav-
ioral practices, and strengthening a sense of
belonging to the country of residence.

Key words: youth, national identity, political ritu-
als, symbols, values.

Y cmammi posasisiHymo posib ma micye rosi-
MUuYyHUX pumyasie y npPoyeci hopmyBaHHs
HayioHasibHOI ideHmMuYHocmi cyyacHoi kumadi-

cbKoi MO/I00i. B ymosax esobanizauii ma
MoOepHi3auji ideHmucbikayisi Mos100i 3 KpaiHoH
rnog’sizaHa sk i3 MUHY/IUM, Mak | nooasibwum
[PO3BUMKOM KpaiHu.

HauyioHasibHa ideHmMUYHICMb € He JluLie BaxJ/1u-
B0I0 i0e0r102i€to, a Ui HeOOXIOHOK AYXOBHOIO /1aH-
KOI0, sika 3abesredye cmasiuli po38UMOK KpaiHu.
lumaHHs1 HayjoHa/IbHOI I0eHMUYHOCMI M08 ’s-
3aHe 3 MalbymHiM KpaiHu ma HacesleHHs, sike
MpoXuUBage Ha il mepumopii, BukopucmaHHs rnosii-
MUYHUX pumyariig 07151 NOCUNIEHHST HaUioHasIbHOI
i0eHmuyYHocmi KumadlicbKoi M0s100i € 20/10BHOIO
ide€ro, Wo po3asisidaemsCs y cmammi.

Y cmammi suksadatomsCsi meopemuyHi io-
X00u 00 00C/OXeHHsI MOIIMUYHUX pumyasnis
ma hopMyBaHHs1 HaliOHa/IbHOI iIdeHMUYHOCMI
KUmMaUlCbKUX YYEeHUX.

Cb0200HI Kpu3a HayioHasIbHOI' I0eHMUYHOCMI
fowuporomscsi o B8CbOMy  €8imy.  [7106as1i-
3ayisg WBUGKO 3MiHIOE mpaduyiliHe BUPOBHU-
Uymao, crocié ummsi ma i0eos102i4Hi YHHOCMI.
EmHi4Hi cyriepeyku ma emHiuHi po3biKHOCMI
cmatomb yce 6iibw nowupeHumu. KpaiHu 8
YCbOMY CBIMi CMUKatOMbCS1 3 PI3HUMU BUK/TU-
KaMu ma kpu3samu. HayioHa/ibHa i0eHmu4Hicmb
5K BaXK/1UBUL acrekm ¢hopMyBaHHS HayioHa/ Tb-
HOI OepxxaBu MakoX 3a3Hae CymmeBUX 3MiH.
BUK/IUKU Cb0200eHHs1 ma 3MiHU 8 cucmemi rosi-
MUYHUX BIOHOCUH BI/IUBaKMb Ha HaUioHasIbHUL
PO3BUMOK i coyjasibHy cmabi/ibHICMb.
MMonimuyHi pumyanu ma ¢hopMyBaHHs1 Hauj-
OHa/IbHOI  I0eHMUYHOCMI  MO/100i  HEPO3PUBHO
rog’sisaHi Mx coboro. Y cmammi Ha npukiaoi
BusyeHHs1 docsidy Kumato ysaza 3o0cepe-
OXyeEmMbCS Ha NUMaHHSIX HaYiOHa/IbHOI i0eH-
muyHocmi  cydacHoi Mo/100i ma  crocobax
BUKOpUCMAHHST  MOJIIMUYHUX — pumyasis 07151
10CU/IeHHST HayjoHa/IbHOI i0eHMUYHOCMI MO/I00.
MMonimuyHi pumyasu sidieparoms BaX/IUBY POJib
Y MOWUPEHHI OCHOBHUX YiHHOCMEU, 3MIiYHEeHHI
eMoUyiliH020 KOHCEHCYCY, MiomBEPOXEHHI iOeH-
muyHoCcMi, CcmaHOoapmusayii npakmuk rose-
OiHKU ma rMoCU/IeHHI NoYymmsi Ha/IeXXHoCmi o
KpaiHU MpoXuBaHHs.

KntouoBi cnosa: mMos100b, HayioHa/lbHa i0eH-
MUuYHICMb, NOAIMUYHI pumyasu, CUMBO/U, UYiH-
Hocmi.

Formulation of the problem. The ideals,
beliefs, spirituality, and comprehensive quality of
the young generation are important manifesta-
tions of a country’s development vitality, as well as
important constituents of a country's core com-
petitiveness. Young people are responsible for
the country's heavy responsibility and the future
of the country. Constructing and upgrading the
national identity of young people is an inevita-
ble choice for modern nation-states. The coun-

try is a floodgate for young people to grow up
and become successful, and identity is the basis
for young people to seek common ground while
reserving differences and to unite and cohesion.
Young people's identity with the country is the
recognition and support for the legitimacy of the
regime, the national structural system, the history
and culture of the country, and other elements.
Therefore, further thinking and research on youth
national identity is a key part of national construc-
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tion, an important goal of national development,
an important cornerstone for young people to
grow up and become successful, and a prereq-
uisite for young people to dedicate themselves to
the motherland.

The goal of enhancing the national identity
of young people is to realize that young peo-
ple internalize the identity of the country in their
hearts and minds, and consciously practice and
undertake the burdens and responsibilities given
by the country. Political rituals play a unique
role in the dissemination of mainstream values,
the enhancement of emotional consensus, the
confirmation of identity, the standardization of
behavioral practices, and the enhancement of a
sense of belonging, making them an important
carrier and an effective tool for enhancing the
national identity of young people. The state has
also increasingly emphasized the important value
of rituals in political life, but when examining the
role of political rituals in enhancing the national
identity of young people, there are problems such
as formality and neglect of connotation, and the
carriers of the rituals need to be enriched, which
affects the effective play of the function and value
of political rituals. Accordingly, how to construct
the internal logic of political rituals and national
identity, how to overcome the inherent shortcom-
ings of political rituals, and how to build a feasible
bridge from political rituals to the enhancement
of youth national identity: the example of China
are the contents of this paper, and the focus and
center of this paper's research.

There are many similarities between political
rituals and national identity. Both political rituals
and national identity are aimed at promoting the
establishment of correct values among young
people, taking young people as the important ref-
erence object and having the function of cohesion
and integration. Political rituals have the functions
of promoting value consensus, enhancing iden-
tity, and regulating behavioral practices in the
enhancement of youth national identity. Through
a series of symbols that carry the sense of mean-
ing, they create a powerful field that is highly con-
tagious and appealing, and create an "imagined
community” [1] that embodies a sense of unity
and communion, bringing together differenti-
ated individuals in the direction of a national iden-
tity through their intangible power. The invisible
power of these rituals brings together individuals
who are different from each other to work toward
a common goal. As for the energy efficiency of
political rituals in enhancing the national identity
of young people, there are problems of formality
and neglect of connotation, insufficient carriers,
and ineffective dissemination, which are attrib-
uted to the fact that the main body of political rit-
uals does not pay enough attention to the func-
tional value of the rituals, the cognitive ability of
young people in general towards political rituals
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needs to be improved, and the entertainment in
the cyberspace has weakened the consensus on
the identity of young people as well as weakened
collective cohesion of young people due to con-
sumerism.

In view of the above problems and attributions,
we should make full use of the common intrin-
sic characteristics of political rituals and national
identity, and on the basis of grasping the logic of
the two, we should construct the collective mem-
ory of the youth, strengthen the internalization of
the mainstream values of the youth, and stimulate
the behavior of the national identity of the youth
in the following four aspects: strengthening the
awareness of the main body of the ritual, enriching
the theme of the ritual, tapping into the Construct-
ing and enhancing youth national identity is con-
ducive to enhancing the sense of belonging and
pride in the country, strengthening the centripetal
force and cohesion of society, maintaining social
harmony and promoting national development.
Youth national identity faces challenges and cri-
ses, and it is important to construct and enhance
the national identity of the youth through multi-
ple ways and dimensions to boost confidence.
This article explores the useful paths to enhance
youth national identity by analyzing political ritu-
als, and tries to use the functional value of political
rituals to enhance youth national identity, with a
view to enriching the carriers for constructing and
enhancing youth national identity, and continu-
ously building a solid foundation for young people
to shoulder the heavy responsibility of the times
and dedicate their youthful years to the country.

Ritual is a complex system involving knowl-
edge from anthropology, psychology, sociology
and other comprehensive disciplines; national
identity also involves multidisciplinary contents,
which requires a lot of time for learning and grasp-
ing. Therefore, grasping the respective contents
of political rituals and national identity is one of
the main focuses of this article.

The purpose of the article is research on
using political rituals to enhance young people’s
national identity.

Presentation of the main material. Identity
is not innate, but is the process by which individ-
uals integrate their personal feelings, attitudes
and values into the collective and the community
in interaction with others and the society, so as
to confirm their collective identity and sense of
belonging. Therefore, national identity is gradu-
ally constructed on the basis of people’s continu-
ous knowledge and understanding of the country,
and in the process of national identity construc-
tion and formation, various ways and carriers are
needed to arouse people’s cognitive recognition
of the country, and political rituals and their sym-
bolic symbols have become a major way to con-
struct and enhance national identity because of
their own unique functions. Therefore, this arti-
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cle analyzes the meaning and characteristics of
youth, the meaning and function of national iden-
tity, the meaning and classification of political ritu-
als, the intrinsic correlation between political ritu-
als and national identity, and the theoretical basis
of political rituals to enhance youth national iden-
tity, in order to provide theoretical unification for
the exploration of useful paths to enhance youth
national identity.

Political rituals can help enhance the national
identity of youth, and to explore the effective path
of political rituals to enhance the national identity
of youth, it is necessary to clearly define the sci-
entific connotations of "youth”, "national identity”
and "political rituals”.

Young people are the most energetic and
dynamic group in every society, and are the
most positive factor in promoting national devel-
opment and social progress. Because of their
unique characteristics, young people carry the
historical mission and social responsibility given
by the times.

The concept of "youth” is a product of mod-
ern civilization, and has gradually formed with the
development of society and economy up to a cer-
tain stage and the deepening of people’s under-
standing of themselves. The concept of "youth”
is a product of modern civilization, and is gradu-
ally formed with the social and economic devel-
opment to a certain stage and the deepening of
people's understanding of themselves.

Some scholars believe that the scientific mean-
ing of the concept of youth should be comprehen-
sive, arguing that young people are those who are
at the stage of development in life when they have
reached full physical maturity, when their person-
alities have basically taken shape and when they
have begun to become socially independent. It is
also pointed out that in view of the current situa-
tion in China, the age of youth can be taken as the
lower limit of 15 years old and the upper limit of 34
years old, that is to say, young people aged 15-34
years old can be regarded as youth [10].

Many scholars have defined the concept of
national identity in line with their own research
content. For example, China's Lin Shangli
believes that national identity is people's rec-
ognition and obedience to the country in which
they exist, and it reflects the basic relationship
between people and the country. For the coun-
try, it determines the basis of the country’s legit-
imacy, and in turn determines the country’s sta-
bility and prosperity [8].

National identity is not a simple presentation of
national identity, political identity or cultural iden-
tity, but an organic composition of multi-level,
multi-faceted and multi-category identity ele-
ments.

The term "political rituals”™ was gradually
formed by the influence of rituals in political life.
To understand the connotation of political rituals,

it is necessary to understand the meaning of "rit-
uals™ with "political "as a qualifier. David Kertzer
defines ritual as "a repetitive symbolic act that
embodies a social norm” [7, p. 11].

Victor Turner defines ritual as "a prescribed
formal behavior without the use of technical pro-
cedures, appropriate to special occasions of
belief associated with mystical substances or
forces" [9, p. 215].

According to China’s Guo Yuhua, "Ritual, usu-
ally defined as a symbolic, performative, set of
behaviors prescribed by cultural tradition™ [3].

The essential difference between political ritu-
als and other rituals lies in the qualifier "political”.
Haizhou Wang thinks that political ceremony is
a kind of concept. Combined with the research
theme of this paper and the analysis of "cere-
mony" and "politics”, this paper defines political
ceremony as follows: political ceremony is a ritual
activity with symbolic, repetitive, and prescrip-
tive political coloring, which is held by the subject
of the ceremony on a regular basis, and it is an
emotional and emotional activity for the object
of the ceremony. Ceremonial activities, the ritual
object's feelings, attitudes, values for inculcation
and infection, in order to realize its political value
of the promotion of political beliefs and the inte-
gration of the political order of a political prac-
tice activities. Political rituals not only have their
essential connotation, but also show the rich-
ness of extension in the historical development,
and different kinds of political rituals have been
formed under different historical narratives and
cultural backgrounds [3].

Political rituals and youth national identity are
intrinsically related to each other in terms of the
realization of goals, objects, and functional val-
ues, as shown in the following aspects.

1. Relevance in the realization of goals

Political rituals and youth national identity are
related in the realization of goals. One of the goals
of political rituals and youth national identity is
to make young people establish correct values.
Political rituals through emotional, psychologi-
cal and cognitive symbolic activities, to achieve
the function of promoting political values, polit-
ical values is a component of values, political
rituals through the performances of political rit-
uals, can make the majority of young people in
the contagious rituals in the ritual field to feel and
understand the ritual leader is intended to convey
the value of concepts, to realize the mainstream
value of infection and inculcation. National iden-
tity belongs to the category of values, therefore,
one of the goals of national identity is to promote
the formation and establishment of correct val-
ues among young people, so that their thoughts
and values will be in line with the mainstream
value orientation of the country and meet the
needs of national development. Accordingly, the
establishment of correct values of young people
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is the goal attributed to both political rituals and
national identity, and they are relevant in the real-
ization of the goal.

2. The overlap in the object of action

Political rituals and youth national identity are
overlapping in terms of their objects of action.
Youth is an important object to play the efficacy of
political rituals and enhance national identity. To
play the efficacy of political ceremonies, we must
ensure that there is an audience to participate in
the ceremony, in the information technology, net-
work communication developed today, the audi-
ence of the political ceremony is not only limited
to the "presence” of the participants and visitors,
but also through the network live broadcasts,
playback of the "absent” visitors. At this level, the
audience of political ceremonies includes individ-
uals or groups of different ages, occupations and
genders, including a large number of young peo-
ple. To enhance the soft power of national identity,
it is necessary not only for the main body of the
state to obtain the identity of the public to the state
through the realization of economic development,
political democracy, cultural prosperity, social
harmony and other efforts, but also for the pub-
lic of all nationalities and social strata to respect
and support from the bottom of their hearts, so it
is logical that all members of the country should
be the participants in the national identity. Youth
is the propeller of national development and the
stabilizer of social harmony. As the backbone of
national development, the youth group should be
an important participant of national identity, and
their sense of national identity greatly affects the
development of the country and social stability.
From the above point of view, young people are
not only important participants and visitors of
political ceremonies, but also an organic force of
national identity, and young people play an impor-
tant role in the performance of political rituals and
the cultivation of national identity.

3. Consistency in functional value

Political rituals and youth national identity are
consistent in terms of functional value. Both politi-
calrituals and national identity have the function of
cohesion and integration. Political rituals are reg-
ularly repeated, and through their repetitive char-
acteristics, they can organically connect the past
with the present, strengthen the collective mem-
ory and historical memory of the participants, and
make the participants feel the powerful emotional
cohesion brought about by the ceremonial sit-
uation and symbols, so that they can empathize
with each other and develop a sense of belonging
and identity. In the powerful field of the ceremony,
the participants will naturally attribute themselves
to a member of the ritual collective, in the ritual
atmosphere, the other or hostile orientation dis-
appeared, the value tendency, personal inter-
ests and other differences continue to weaken,
the community consciousness increased signifi-
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cantly, the individual tendency to effectively inhibit
the centrifugal tendency to focus on a central
meaning, so as to achieve the orderly existence of
the social group. On the one hand, symbolic ritu-
als can bring all participants together, emphasize
their similarities and common cultural traditions,
narrow the gap between their ideologies and
thoughts, and stimulate group consciousness and
solidarity. On the other hand, through this ritual
activity, the public can integrate themselves into it
in the spirit of symbolism, find a way to the theme
of the ritual, and realize the resonance between
the two, so that the public can strongly feel their
own mission and responsibility, and increase their
recognition of the existing power system, and
then support and embrace the consensus of val-
ues embedded in the power system.

Identity is not only a psychological mecha-
nism, but more importantly, it is the externaliza-
tion of psychological confirmation into practical
action, which brings different societies together
and seeks common national, social and personal
development goals. Identity is the key to the for-
mation of individual unity and sense of identity.
Without identity, there will be confusion about
"who | am”, and there will be centrifugal force
among individuals, weakening the sense of com-
munity. National identity is the questioning of
"who we are”. Once individuals have established
"who lam” and "who we are”, they will consciously
take the national community as the standard, and
combine personal development with national
development, personal interests with national
interests. Therefore, political rituals and youth
national identity are highly coupled in terms of
cohesion and integration.

Samuel Huntington pointed out that "lIdentity
matters because it influences people's behavior”.
"Individual youth's identification with the state is
not only reflected in the internal recognition of
compliance, but also in the externalized behavio-
ral practices. Rituals have multiple meanings, but
the role of behavioral norms and order integration
by their repetitive, symbolic, and normative fea-
tures is unquestionable, and has the function of
"discipline™ as Foucault put it. Political rituals as a
special form of ceremony, in the process of ritual
performance to practice the function of regulat-
ing the behavior of youth practice. Political rit-
uals on the participants of the behavioral norms
are not reached through direct coercion, but the
clever use of rituals to create a unique situation,
conveying a set of invisible behavioral patterns to
indirectly affect the behavioral practices of young
people. The political ceremony itself has the func-
tion of normative admonition, coupled with the
solemnity and sanctity of the ritual atmosphere,
once the participants are aware of such ritual
norms, itis bound to promote the conversion of its
role, so that the participants' behavioral practices
are subject to the statute, and constantly practice
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the ritual norms advocated by the dominant party
of the ceremony [6, p. 21].

The issue of national identity has a bearing
on the future of the country and the future of the
nation.

Political ceremony is the content of political
culture, and it is also the behavior of political cul-
ture dissemination. Political ceremonies with the
kernel of excellent traditional Chinese culture is
effective ways, means and instruments to pres-
ent and spread political culture. Manuel Castells
pointed out that "about identity it is the process
of constructing meaning on the basis of cultural
traits or related sets of cultural traits is the source
of meaning for actors and is constructed by actors
through the process of individualization process
of constructing it" [2]. Cultural factors build a
world of values and meanings for people living in a
cultural group, and in the world of meanings con-
structed by culture, the shared culture enables
its members to better understand each other's
ways of thinking and behaving, and to achieve the
commonality of ideologies and values. As a form
of political culture dissemination, political rituals
can effectively create a contagious cultural field
of rituals, enabling participants to step out of
themselves and enter a broader "imagined com-
munity”, in which the symbolic system of symbols
can awaken the emotional energy and deep-
rooted political beliefs of those who enter the
world of significance and make them recognize
the political power presented by the value system.
In this world of meaning, the symbolic system can
awaken the emotional energy and deep political
beliefs of the entrants, make them recognize the
political power and national authority presented
by the value system, and shape the participants’
recognition of political legitimacy and national
community identity.

Conclusions.

National identity is a complex identity covering
economic, political, cultural and social aspects
and elements, and political rituals have become a
useful channel and carrier for enhancing national
identity because of their intrinsic consistency
with national identity. However, political rituals
have their own limitations, and in the process of
enhancing the national identity of young people,
it is necessary to not only make use of the value
of rituals but also avoid their own shortcomings,
and to take advantage of their strengths to elimi-
nate their weaknesses, so as to make the political

ceremony a real tool for the promotion of young
people’s national identity.

This paper attempts to use political rituals to
enhance the national identity of young people,
with a view to providing a feasible path to enhance
the national identity of young people, and making
positive contributions to national development
and social stability.
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